1783]        THE STRUGGLE WITH FOX
he found it desirable to pursue towards the Earl of Shclb long the official leader of the Chathamites. lie did not itv him in his Ministry, partly, perhaps, from a feeling of del at asking his former chief to serve under him, but mainly a conviction that his unpopularity would needlessly burde labouring ship of State. To Orcle he expressed his deep ot tions to the Karl, but lamented his inability to leave out oft "the absolute influence of prejudice" against him. He die even consult Shelburne as to the choice of coadjutors; am Karl let it be known that he would have no connection wit new men, " lest he should injure them."l Pitt also susti several direct rebuffs. Though, on 19th December, he set obsequious request to the Duke of Grafton to strengthe hands by accepting the Privy Seal, that nobleman decli Camden was equally coy; and, strangest of all, his own brc iu»law, Mahon, would not come forward. We can detect a of anxiety in the following letter of Pitt to Lord Sack formerly Germain, which I have discovered in the Pitt P; (No, 102):
Dec. 29, i; MY LORD,
In the arduous .situation in which His Majesty bus eoiulesc't to command my services at this important juncture*, I am neeef anxious to obtain the honor of a support and assistance so import! your lordship's. I (latter myself Mr. Herbert will have* had tin* goo to express my sense of the honor your Lordship tlicl me by your oh expressions towards me. Permit me to add how much rnortifu I rtteeived in being disappointed of his assistance at the Board < Admiralty, which I took the liberty of proposing to him, in coruicqi of the conversation Lord Temnlt! had had with vour Lordshirj. I sio lore understand the persi Whig tradition, in which his action appeared the *» ttf
